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P r e s s    R e l e a s e

Singapore passenger arrivals to Munich Airport 

to double in 2008

Bavaria targets Asia Pac market with regional road show
Singapore, 11 August 2008 - Singapore passenger arrivals to Munich Airport are expected to double this year and Bavarian tourism officials are targeting the growing number of outbound travellers from Singapore and other key Asian markets with a two-week regional road show which launches in Singapore on 11 August.

Under the slogan ‘Jewels of Romantic Europe’, tourism partners of Bavaria (Germany) and Tirol (Austria), will promote the year-round holiday destinations with trade events next month in Singapore, Brisbane, Sydney, Melbourne and Auckland. Passenger numbers from Singapore are expected to reach more than 14,000 in 2008, reflecting the growing interest among Asian travellers eager to discover the delights of scenic southern Germany.

“Last year Bavaria counted 165,000 overnight stays from South East Asia and Tirol registered nearly 11,000 overnight stays from Asian travellers. We expect these numbers to grow even higher this year with the launch of Lufthansa’s new non-stop connection to Munich from Singapore,” said Richard Adam, General Manager, Bayern Tourism Marketing GmbH.
Lufthansa’s new Munich service operates five times a week, offering travellers an additional 1,105 seats per week between Singapore and Germany.

“Munich Airport can be used as a hub for many connecting flights throughout Europe as it provides travellers with excellent facilities. With over 34 million passengers per year, Munich Airport ranks number seven among the top 10 European airports,” explained Florian Poetsch, Marketing Manager - Incoming Tourism, Munich Airport.
The ‘Jewels of Romantic Europe’ road show takes place from11-21 August 2008 with its first event in Singapore. The holiday package is an eight-day round trip combing Garmisch-Partenkirchen, Zugspitze, Castles Hohenschwangau and Neuschwanstein, the 

Swarovski Crystal Worlds, Riedel Glas, Innsbruck, Berchtesgaden, Lake Königssee, the Salt Mines Berchtesgaden/Bad Reichenhall, Lake Chiemsee and Munich in one trip. 

Notes to editors:

BAYERN TOURISMUS Marketing GmbH is responsible for all general activities related to tourism and leisure in Bavaria both on the home market and abroad. As one of the state’s leading sectors tourism annually records gross turnover of 24.3 billion Euros, 572,000 bed nights and 76.2 million overnight stays which in turn provides incomes for some 560,000 people. Bayern® is a registered trademark and the strategic body for the professional marketing of the state’s tourism. The efforts of BAYERN TOURISMUS Marketing GmbH are one of the reasons that Bayern® now is one of 77 Super brands in Germany. The holiday brands such as WellVital in Bayern®, Kinderland Bayern®, Outdoors at its best®, the hotel brand Sightsleeping® together with the business brand Gipfeltreffen® and other product lines such as “Genießerland Bayern” and “Cities & Tours” guarantee quality controlled products and services which are specifically aimed at clearly defined target groups. Further information about the wonderful diversity Bavaria has to offer and more about BAYERN TOURISMUS Marketing GmbH is available at www.bavaria.by. Special information for travel trade professionals is offered at www.sales.bavaria.by. 

The Zugspitze – Top of Germany invites visitors to Germany's highest mountain and the adjacent mountains Alpspitz, Kreuzeck and Wank. They are a paradise for walkers, hikers, climbers, Para gliders and skiers or for those who just want to enjoy a breathtaking 360 degree panoramic view into Germany, Austria, Italy and Switzerland. Approximately 400 majestic mountain peaks rise from the surrounding landscape offering an unforgettable panorama. www.zugspitze.de 

Neuschwanstein Hotels & Events is the marketing department of the organization, which authenticates and administers historic buildings in Hohenschwangau such as Hohenschwangau Castle. The castle was in the private hands of the royal family of Bavaria until the end of World War I. The company also owns three hotels in different categories that are located between the royal castles of the world famous castles of Neuschwanstein and Hohenschwangau. All hotels are large enough to accommodate groups also. Romantic holidays, such as the King Ludwig Journey available yearround, are also offered by Neuschwanstein Hotels & Events. The program includes a privately guided evening tour through Hohenschwangau Castle. King Ludwig himself spent most of his life in Hohenschwangau, so it is the best opportunity to get an insight in the Bavarian royal history. www.neuschwanstein-hotels.de
Salt Mine Berchtesgaden/ Historic Salt Works Bad Reichenhall offers a spectacular adventure for young and old to discover a salt mine and a historic salt works built by King Ludwig I. On an electric railway system and in traditional miner's clothing, people start the underground exploration with a guided tour. There will be a spectacular ride on a traditional wooden miner's slide, a drive across a sparkling salt sea with mysterious light shows, a readjustment explosion and much more worth seeing for children or grow ups. Your guide is a real miner and the mine is active; it produces brine. After that make a trip to the most beautiful Salt Works of the world in Bad Reichenhall, where the visitor get the information how the "white gold" was obtained in former times and how it is done today. www.salzzeitreise.de
The Berchtesgadener Land spells majestic alpine peaks, idyllic lakes and woods, world-class cultural attractions and events, as well as sports activities, world-famous sightseeing attractions and saltwater spa facilities. Located but a stone’s throw from Mozart’s birthplace, Salzburg in Austria, this area is also known for its hospitality and Bavarian “Gemuetlichkeit”. www.berchtesgadener-land.com
Prien at Lake Chiemsee, More to Sea! Prien is ideally situated between Munich and Salzburg, in the heart of the Bavarian Alps. Prien am Chiemsee has long been a favourite tourist destination for travellers to Bavaria with its huge variety of nature, sport, leisure and cultural activities on offer. This quaint market town, surrounded by the crystal clear waters of the Bavarian Sea, has something for everyone. It has the famous palace "Herrenchiemsee", built for the "Fairytale" King Ludwig II, open-air concerts in the courtyard of honour at castle Herrenchiemsee and the internationally renowned Christmas market on the Island of Frauenchiemsee. Prien manages to uphold the traditions and customs of the region and to combine them with international flair. Further information on leisure and cultural activities, in and around Prien, together with details of accommodation and special packages can be obtained by visiting www.tourismus.prien.de.
Magic Munich - The European Dream City. Cosmopolitan and proud, life under Munich's skies holds a promise for everyone. Trend merges with tradition to create the magic Munich atmosphere, which never fails to delight. There are many factors that make Munich an extremely popular city and account for its charm: outstanding museums, world famous theatres and orchestras, magnificent churches and palaces, great opportunities for designer shopping and other, lovely parks and gardens as well as a clear green mountain stream, the river Isar, that runs right through the city, high-caliber sports events superb gastronomy from the elegant gourmet temple to the down-to-earth beer garden, excellent conference and congress facilities and a first rate tourist infrastructure. Not to mention Munich beer, BMW and FC Bayern München. Visited all the museums? Done the shopping? Walked the parks? Concluded the business deals? Then don't miss out on Munich's hinterland. The city is nestling among delightful green foothills of the Alps with their inviting lakes, picturesque villages and fairy tale castles waiting to enchant every visitor. And don't forget: "Munich loves you!" www.muenchen.de/tam
Munich Airport is the most modern Gateway to Romantic Europe and the Alps. With currently over 34 million passengers per year, Munich Airport ranks number 7 among the "Top 10" European Airports. And when it comes to passenger satisfaction, Munich was voted "Best Airport in Europe 2008" for the fourth consecutive year by the London-based Institute Skytrax, which surveyed 8 million passengers around the world. Your vacation starts just after landing at Munich Airport. Helpful English-speaking personnel, Europe's most efficient airport facilities, clear signs for directions and an abundance of over 200 shops and restaurants make Munich Airport a popular gateway to "Romantic Europe". Providing service is a top priority at Munich Airport. A personal “Meet & Assist” service can be booked in various languages in advance to help individuals or groups with arrivals, departures and transfers. www.munich-airport.com

Unique Bavarian Shopping by KulturGut AG More than just design and aesthetics. KulturGut AG designs shopping facilities and products on behalf of the Bavarian State Government in close partnership with the Bavarian Department for State-Owned Palaces, Gardens and Lakes. The phrase "design and aesthetics" alone cannot begin to do justice to the appeal of these products. Initially intended as an exclusive and innovative means of highlighting the treasures in the care of the Bavarian Department for State-Owned Palaces, Gardens and Lakes, these products have enjoyed such phenomenal success, that they are now highly coveted consumer goods. The range includes aesthetically designed silk scarves, 

cushions, bags, napkins, decorative bottles and even Nymphenburg-made porcelain. Shops can be found at Neuschwanstein Castle, Linderhof Castle, Herrenchiemsee Castle, Nymphenburg Castle and the Residenz Munich as well as most of the State-owned Castles and Palaces in Bavaria. 

www.schloesser-bayern-shop.de

Region Tirol –  The Heart of the Alps. Austria’s leading holiday region in the south of Bavaria is the perfect symbiosis of nature and culture. Proud peaks and picturesque valleys, sparkling mountain lakes and gorgeous glaciers, historic cities and palaces, tradition paired with hospitality have captivated people from all over the world since time immemorial. Innsbruck, Tirol’s capital offers splendid buildings in the heart of the town and imposing works of art in imperial residences, churches and museums provide glimpses of over 800 years of history. 20 kilometres to the east of Innsbruck the unique Swarovski Crystal Worlds is one of the most visited sights in Austria. The Riedel Glass is voted to be world’s best wineglass and can this artwork can be seen in the glassworks in Kufstein. www.imperialalps.com
Innsbruck, the Capital of the Alps and the capital city of Tirol is the beating heart of the Austrian Alps. Sports, culture, and nature have secured their niche in this unique and vibrant modern city. Over 2,500 years old, the remains of those ancient times can be viewed in some of the 26 museums in Innsbruck. The former Roman fort developed over the years to take its place as the capital of Tirol, becoming home to the greatest winter sport on earth, skiing. Proud peaks and picturesque valleys dominate the skyline around the city and in the summer, visitors flock to savour the cool temperatures and the magnificent scenery. Innsbruck and its 25 Holiday Villages offer its visitors a wide range of sports activities ranging from Hiking over golf to adrenaline pumping adventures. There is something for everyone in the capital of the Alps. www.Innsbruck.info
Swarovski Crystal Worlds provides their guests with a magical experience, an escape from daily life. Inside the "Giant", subterranean Chambers of Wonder present a facetted display of crystalline colors and shapes. Original interpretations by famous international artists melt into a kaleidoscope for all the senses. The enclosed shop is displaying a unique selection of Swarovski products. The yearly changing “winter festival” is another highlight expecting visitors. Under André Heller's direction, the interior of the "Giant's" chambers of wonders was completely re-designed in 2007. A shuttle takes visitors four times daily from Innsbruck directly to the Swarovski Crystal Worlds. www.swarovski.com/crystalworlds
Riedel Glassworks Come and see how glassmakers create a “Sinnfonie” from the versatile material of glass. “Only” 2000 years have passed since the glass blowpipe was used in ancient Rome for the first time. This made it possible to blow glass into different shapes. At Riedel's factory in Kufstein the glassblowers still use this ancient mouth-blowing method with great care and precision to create the world-famous handcrafted Riedel glasses. Why not share the enjoyment in Riedel's “Sinnfonie” and celebrate the glassmakers 250th birthday? Set off on a journey through the world of Riedel glass and the senses. In Riedel's Factory Tour visitors will see the fantastic handicraft and the multimedia show “Sinnfonie”. www.riedel.com
The holiday package "Jewels of Romantic Europe" is an 8-day round trip combing Garmisch-Partenkirchen, Zugspitze, Castles Hohenschwangau and Neuschwanstein, the Swarovski Crystal Worlds, Riedel Glass, Innsbruck, Berchtesgaden, Lake Königssee, the Salt Mines Berchtesgaden/Bad Reichenhall, Lake Chiemsee and Munich in one trip. 

Further information:

Munich Airport / Marketing Communications

Corinna Born 

Phone ++49-89-975 33147

Fax ++49-89-975 33106

e-mail: corinna.born@munich-airport.de
www.munich-airport.com
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